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African audiences’ understanding of Chinese Kung fu movies from the

perspective of hermeneutics

Abstract

The philosophical hermeneutics holds that the understanding of any cultural work is above all a
philosophical proposition because any understanding activity merely depends on the”pre-understanding” of
the reader (or receiver), namely the set of knowledge and cultural background that shapes the receiver’s
worldview. And thus, creating a “new understanding” of the said cultural work. In the context of cross-
cultural communication, Chinese film and television works must follow this fundamental principle when
crossing national borders or engaging in any internationalization process. However, since the 1970s,
Chinese kung fu films have spread all over the world, and they are still an important window for foreigners
to understand China. So, according to philosophical hermeneutics, they must have been some “new
understandings” happening all over the world. In fact, on the African continent, they have been a
misinterpretation of Chinese Kungfu movies, leading to a misunderstanding of Chinese culture and
widening the cultural gap between Chinese and African people. This study explores these issues from the

“reader-centered theory” of philosophical hermeneutics.
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